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Alumni Group Events: 
Potential Speakers
Some of the most popular events 
for both special interest groups and 
regional groups are those that involve 
speakers. For regional groups, a lecture 
or presentation by visiting academics 
or members of senior staff, can help 
to strengthen alumni connections to 
the School and can help your group 
to provide opportunities for lifelong 
learning. For both special interest groups 
and regional groups, there may be areas 
of LSE research that are of direct interest. 
 
Hosting visits from LSE faculty
Organising events with LSE academics 
is a process that usually begins at the 
LSE Advancement office, when LSE 
academics inform the Alumni Relations 
team of their travel schedule and their 
interest in speaking with local alumni. 
Your contact in the Alumni Relations 
team will then get in touch, to see if you 
would be interested in hosting an event. 
They will be able to provide advice on 
the kind of event that may be organised.
LSE also has a scheme called the 
“Linking Up Initiative”, which can 
support academics in their outreach 
activities, including assisting with 
additional costs they incur when visiting 
alumni groups. The Alumni Relations 
team can liaise with any academic that 
is interested in this; please ask them to 
contact alumni@lse.ac.uk 

LSE website
Groups may wish to undertake  
their own research, to find potential 
speakers that may be approached  
by the committee. As a first step, you 
may wish to search the LSE Experts 
Directory, which is a great source of 
information on LSE academics. The 
directory can be found on the LSE 
website at lse.ac.uk/research 

Some special interest groups have direct 
links into relevant departments; other 

groups might find it useful to browse the 
webpages of individual LSE departments 
online at lse.ac.uk/departments. 
Another great source of topical speakers or 
relevant areas of interest could be the LSE 
Blogs website, at blogs.lse.ac.uk 

LSE Research Centres and 
Institutes
From the Grantham Research Institute on 
Climate Change and the Environment (GRI) 
to the Centre for Economic Performance 
(CEP), LSE is host to a great number of 
research centres and institutes, providing 
research and analysis on a wide range of 
social, economic and political matters. 
These centres may be able to provide 
speakers at events for either special interest 
groups or regional groups, on topics of 
interest to a wide range of alumni.

Mirroring the international make-up of 
its students, alumni and staff, LSE is also 
home to a number of centres of a more 
specific regional interest. From the Saw 
Swee Hock Southeast Asia Centre to the 
Latin American and the Caribbean Centre, 
these may have particular importance to 
our regional groups. With LSE academics 
always on the move, it could be that staff 
from one of these centres could speak at 
one of your events during a trip abroad.

Identifying alumni speakers
LSE alumni often take part in the LSE Public 
Lecture series, either to promote a new 
book (in the case of writers or academics) 
or simply to give back to the School. 
With graduates working at high levels in 
all areas of professional life – from the 
academic world, to financial institutions, 
government, NGOs or businesses – LSE 

alumni themselves can be great speakers 
at alumni events. Perhaps there are LSE 
alumni working in the area of your special 
interest group, or geographically within 
your region? LinkedIn can often be a useful 
tool in searching for and approaching 
relevant alumni, but it may be that the 
Alumni Relations team can assist you in 
your search, and indeed in contacting a 
potential alumni speaker on your behalf.  

Other suggestions
For regional groups, consider contacting 
your Regional Ambassador, who may have 
additional knowledge about particular 
speakers in the region who may be of 
interest. These ambassadors should have 
a good oversight of events held by alumni 
groups in their region, so may be able to 
suggest speakers that have been used by 
other groups in the area.

All group leaders and committee  
members are encouraged to attend other 
LSE alumni events, particularly Reunion 
Weekends at the School, which can be 
great opportunities to make connections 
with other alumni, who may be able to 
suggest speakers, or indeed speak at an 
event themselves.
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