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LSE has a diverse student body, drawing its 
students from around 150 countries. Each 
year, about two thirds of new students at 
LSE arrive from outside the UK.

Teaching is carried out through academic 
departments and interdisciplinary 
institutes, sometimes in partnership 
with internationally renowned higher 
education institutions. The School offers 
courses not only in economics and 
political science, but also in a wide range 
of social science subjects. One of LSE’s 
key priorities is to give the brightest and 
most able students the opportunity to 
study at the School, regardless of their 
social or economic background.

In this section, you can find out more 
information about how you can support 
the School in recruiting new students.

“LSE Pre-Departure”/”LSE 
Welcome” events
Each year, LSE alumni groups around 
the world host “Pre-Departure” or 
“Welcome” events for LSE offer holders. 
There are now more than 90 of these 
events held every summer.

The purpose of the LSE “Pre-Departure” 
or “Welcome” events is to give overseas 
students who are about to start studying 
at the School an opportunity to meet 
each other, as well as connecting with 
alumni, prior to arriving at LSE. At 
these events, students can learn more 
about what studying at LSE and living in 
London is really like. 

Hosting an LSE “Pre-Departure” 
or “Welcome” event gives you the 
opportunity to engage with future alumni 
before they even set foot in London. 
Many groups encourage younger alumni 
to attend, whose recent experience of 
studying at the School is of most direct 
value to offer holders. This also helps 
the group to attract new members both 
before and after graduation. 

The impact of these gatherings can be 
seen in the increased conversion rate of 
LSE offer holders to students who have 
accepted their places to study at LSE. The 
sessions are a great example of alumni 
contributing significantly to the future of 
the School.

Each year, information about applying 
for funding will be sent by the Alumni 
Relations and Student Recruitment teams. 
Allocation of funds is based on a number 
of factors, including the number of events 
being held in that particular year, the 
number of offer holders in your region, 
and the final attendance numbers in 
previous years.

“Email an Alum”
Another way to support LSE in its 
recruitment activities is to volunteer as an 
Alumni Ambassador. Our “Email an alum” 
scheme allows prospective students to 
contact you with their questions. Through 
the scheme, you can encourage more 
students from your country to study at LSE, 
to respond to their queries about what it 
was like to study at LSE and live in London, 
or to tell them about how LSE has helped 
you in your career.

For more information on the  
“Email an Alum” scheme, please  
see lse.ac.uk/emailanalum 

Student Recruitment
The Student Recruitment team makes 
regular visits to schools, universities and 
education fairs in the UK and overseas 
to talk with prospective students, their 
parents and advisers covering all issues 
regarding applying to and studying at 
LSE. You can find out when the Student 
Recruitment team will next come to your 
area at lse.ac.uk/lsevisitsyou 

For more information on Student 
Recruitment, please see lse.ac.uk/study

Widening Participation 
As an alumni leader, you may be asked 
about the School’s outreach work to pupils 
from less privileged backgrounds. LSE is 
committed to recruiting the best possible 
students with the highest academic and 
intellectual potential, regardless of their 
economic or social background. In order 
to reach out to pupils who may not 
traditionally access higher education, our 
Widening Participation team works with 
over 2,500 school students and more than 
260 schools.

For more information on  
Widening Participation, please see  
lse.ac.uk/wideningparticipation 
  
Further information
If your group would like to support  
the work of Student Recruitment or 
Widening Participation, or have any  
other questions, please first speak to  
your contact in the Alumni Relations  
team, or email alumni@lse.ac.uk. We 
will be able to connect you to a relevant 
member of staff.  
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