
Girls and women devastated by  
sexual violence during conflict. Why?



Teenage girls 
kidnapped from 
their school in 
Nigeria, and forced 
into sexual slavery. 
Why?
One terrible night in April 2014, 276 female students 

were kidnapped by Boko Haram from the Government 

Secondary School in the town of Chibok, Nigeria.

These schoolgirls were neither the first, nor the last to 

be taken. Boko Haram has abducted an estimated 2,000 

women and children since January 2014. Many are 

married to rebel fighters or forced to become sex slaves. 

Why does this keep happening? How can we stop these 

crimes? What does justice look like for girls whose lives 

are destroyed and for their families?

Help us  
answer the 
unfathomable.
In conflict areas, sexual violence destroys millions of 

lives. It tears apart families and communities. It threatens 

international peace and security. It continues in conflicts 

today and is characterised by its extreme violence. 

We urgently need you to be part of a concerted effort to 

combat this violence. A gift today can help us begin to 

answer the unfathomable and work towards equality for 

women everywhere.



“LSE: A home  
away from home.”

“In May 1992, Bosnia Herzegovina became the scene of the worst violence 
on European soil since the second world war – a place of rape camps, ethnic 
cleansing and genocide.

LSE took me in, gave me a voice and opened my mind. Everything I 
learnt at LSE has served me well, either as an opposition adviser on 
defence and foreign policy or as a Special Adviser to the Foreign Secretary.

Last year I returned to LSE to watch William Hague and Angelina Jolie  
launch the UK’s first academic Centre for Women, Peace and  
Security, part of a campaign against war-zone rape that we began in  
the Foreign Office.

I am proud that my university will play a leading part in the worldwide 
effort to end conflict-related sexual violence, which has destroyed the lives of 
millions of people, including many in Bosnia Herzegovina. Please support 
this innovative initiative with a gift to the Annual Fund.”

Baroness Helic

Baroness Helic  
(MSc International 
History 1996), British 
Special Adviser (SPAD) 
to former British Foreign 
Secretary William Hague 
until March 2015.



“They jumped out of the tank into our 
yard. There were five armed men. I 
told my daughters to come stand close 
to me. They ordered us to go into the 
basement of the house. And that’s 
where the tragedy took place. My 
youngest was 13. I was aware of what 
was happening, but at some point I 
stopped thinking. My oldest daughter 
asked to be killed. She was screaming, 
‘Kill us, don’t let us live!’” 

Jeta

An estimated 20,000 women 
and girls were gang-raped during 
the 16-month Kosovo War.

Why are women raped, tortured, 
kidnapped, sold?
Why are perpetrators able to act  
with impunity?
What does justice look like?
The LSE Centre for Women, Peace and Security launched in 2015 with the aim of answering  

some of these challenging questions. Only by understanding the causes can we find ways to stop 

such horrendous acts. Only through knowledge can we find real ways to gain justice for survivors.  

Only together – with the full weight of LSE’s powerful network – can we change society.

Your gift is needed to help fund this vital initiative. With your support, we can: 

• Develop and conduct research to better understand the incidence and patterns of sexual 

violence in conflict.

• Bring together scholars, activists and practitioners to advance knowledge and influence local 

and global policy making.

• Achieve change by building partnerships with others working on women, peace and security, 

such as the military, UN agencies, governments, and civil society actors.
Kosovo.  
September 1998.
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Please send your gift to LSE today. You could help 
further this vital area of work to secure a better,  
safer future for women everywhere.

“I look forward to working with 
colleagues across and beyond the 
academic world in helping to make 
the world a better place for women.”  

Christine Chinkin

Thank you


